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Tips & Tricks on:

Beef Cattle Showmanship
You can select a winning calf , but it’s your hard work and dedication that makes a champion.

getting ready for
THE SHOW RING

placing the feet
CORRECTLY

Any skilled show person will tell you that showmanship success can be attributed to long hours
of practice at home and actual show-ring experience. We all know that high quality calves and
feeds have a certain cost associated with them;
however, good showmanship does not have an
out-of-pocket cost associated with it. Good
showmanship requires an investment in your
time.

This is the area that can make the single greatest
change in an animals appearance. This is also the
area that will require a great deal of practice at
home. Take time to set up the animal in different
positions to determine which style will best show
off your animal’s assets.
Once your calf is set up and displayed for a side
view and the judge is viewing your calf, pull the
far rear foot (the farthest one from the judge) forward half a step (Fig. 3). This will give you a staggered foot placement and show off the animals
longer body which allows for a more structurally
correct appearance. Be sure to keep comfortable
space between the feet - you will still want the
calf standing strong and tall.

All that is required for participation in showmanship is a calf, a leather show halter with a
chain (Fig. 1), a show stick (Fig. 1), and a plastic
comb in your back pocket (Fig. 2).

Fig. 1
RK Top Notch Leather Show Halter and a showstick in hand - notice the placement of
the hands on both calf and stick.

Fig. 3

Fig. 2
Notice Sullivan’s Plastic Smart Comb in the back pocket with teeth towards the body.

Ideal leg positioning for show cattle.
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using a
SHOWSTICK
Showsticks are available in a variety of sizes and
colours. The length of the stick should be in a relation to the size of the calf being shown. The exhibitor should be able to stand at the calf ’s head
and while keeping the calf ’s had straight, reach
the back feet for the proper placement (Fig. 4).
After coming to a stop with an animal, but before
placing the feet, the exhibitor should have a plan.
The first use of the stick should be to scratch the
animals brisket or belly to keep the animal calm.
After the animal is calm and standing still, refer
back to your practice at home that determined
the most desirable feet placement. Keep in mind
that all foot placement work does not need to be
done with a stick. A show person can also walk
the animal into a proper stagger. Pull your animal forward a step or two, rather than using excessive force with your showstick.

Fig. 4

using the
SHOW HALTER
The proper adjustment of the leather halter while
on the animal’s head is a key factor for control of
the animal. The nose piece should be adjusted so
that is it at the midpoint of the bridge on the nose,
just between the nose and the eyes. The lower the
nose piece is on the bridge, the less control an
exhibitor will have on the animal. The lead strap
should be trimmed so that the exhibitor can hold
the strap at the leather/chain junction and the
end will not touch th ground (Fig. 5). The chain
chin strap on a show halter can agitate some animals. In such instances, cover the chain with vet
wrap to help dull any sharp edges.

When walking your animal, the show stick
should be held in the left hand with the hook end
towards the ground. The animal should be able to
walk out at a normal pace. Occasionally, the animal may want to walk at a faster pace then you
may want, and in this instance, hold the stick out
in front of the animal’s nose to help slow it down.
You can also use your showstick to help level the
animal’s top and rump. Terms such as “ranking
the top”, “loining” or “pinching the rump” all refer to the practice of using the hook end of the
showstick to apply pressure on the animal’s back
in front of the tail head. This can help flatten the
top and lift the tail head. It is advisable to do this
prior to the judge looking directly at you, otherwise you will possibly be drawing attention to
your animal’s confirmation flaws.

using a
PLASTIC COMB
When using a plastic comb in the show ring, you
should have the comb in your back pocket and
the teeth should be pointed towards your body.
Use this comb to fix any marks left in the hair
after the judge touches your calf. Only use the
comb if the judge touches your calf! (Fig. 6)
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moving
THE ANIMAL
When moving the animal, the exhibitor must
maintain adequate spacing with the animals
around it. Do not “tailgate” the animal in front of
you as this doesn’t allow the judge to get a total
perspective of either of the animals. Do not wait
to stop your animal until the animal in front of
you stops or you may have a “rear-end” accident.
Always anticipate when you are going to stop before you get there. Regardless of where you stop
your animal in the show ring, you should always
leave enough space around your animal so that
the judge can have a clear view from all angles.
Exhibitors need to pay attention to the straightness of lines when bringing their animals to a
stop in side-by-side or head-to-tail alignments.
This is an area that is often neglected by the show
person. Having a straight line of animals allows
for a more effective use of the available show ring
space (Fig. 3).

Fig. 6

stopping
THE ANIMAL
Watch for the judge’s signal so you know when
to stop. Generally, the judge will raise an open
palm in the air if he wants you to stop. When you
stop, exchange the lead strap from the right hand
to the left and the showstick to the left hand. Be
sure to leave enough space between you and the
animal in front of you. Again, the animal’s head
should be held high facing straight ahead. If the
judge wants you to continue walking, he will
wave his hand or arm in a circular motion.

Fig. 6

For more techniques, visit the RK website!
www.rkanimalsupplies.com

page 3

while you’re
IN THE RING
• Dress clean, neat and tidy.
• The show person, while leading, walks on the
left side of the animal’s head so the judge can
have a full front view of the animal.
• The show person should know the identity of
the judge and ringmaster. Keep an eye on the
judge at all times - be attentive to and respond
immediately to directions given by the ringmaster during the show.
• When directed to stop, switch the show stick
into the right hand and the halter to the left,
letting the lead strap hang down.
• Keep the animals head up and alert. Find
somewhere along the underline to calm them
by scratching gently with the showstick. DO
NOT content the animal by using the chain
on the halter’s lead strap!
• After the judge has handled the animal and
proceeded to the next animal, comb hair back
in place ONLY where the judge had put his
hand.
• When directed to change positions, do so
by leading the animal forward, and turning
clockwise (to the right). Keep the animal between you and the judge. Come back through
the hole, turning right again back into position or where directed to the new position.
• After the judge has completed placing the
class, stay alert and continue showing, watching for the ringmaster’s signal to parade from
the ring. Show until you are out of the ring.
• Courtesy and good sportsmanship is a virtue!

Fig. 6
Switching positions in the show ring.

showmanship

SWITCHING ANIMALS
While participating in a showmanship competition, be prepared to switch animals with another
competitor. Before you do so, make a quick circle
around the animal and take a mental note of that
animal’s strengths and weaknesses. Try and get
as much information as you can from the fellow
competitor (such as age, weight, sire, etc.). Be
prepared to tell the judge was you like about this
animal and what you would like to change. You
can never know too much!
Always keep a positive attitude while showing
- it doesn’t matter if you win or lose, as long as
you give it your very best. Always congratulate
the winners and accept congratulations courteously. Listen carefully to the judges comments at
the end of the class and apply them the next time
you enter the ring.
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last minute
TIPS AND TECHNIQUES
Presenting yourself - Position, Posture and Attire

When the animal is being viewed from the side, the exhibitor should be standing slightly forward of the
animal’s head, approximately an arm’s length away from the animal. Keep the judges view completely
unobstructed! The shoes worn by an individual should offer some protection from the animal’s weight.
Athletic shoes should stay in the sports arena, not the show ring.

The Ultimate Goal

Showmanship is more than a style or “look.” A truly outstanding show person will constantly bring out
the optimum appearance of any given animal that he or she leads into the show ring. This should be the
ultimate goal of every exhibitor. Always keep showing until you exit the show ring completely! Don’t
fall for the temptation to quit showing once the judge makes their decision - it may not be the final one.
Remember to relax and small, Showmanship is meant to be a fun learning experience - gain all you can
from each show you compete at no matter how you placed!

Myths, Pet Peeves, and Other Issues

• Never arrive late for a class!
• Always know some basic information about the animal that you are showing. The exhibitor should
know the weight of the animal as well as the breed, age, or breeding status.
• While straight lines are important, an animal that is slightly out of place does not necessitate that
the exhibitor circle the animal. Do this enough and you will eventually train your animal not to
stand in place. Simply move the front end by applying pressure with the halter can help realign
many animals.
• There is enough noise at a fair or a show that the exhibitor doesn’t need to create more. Actions such
as whistling, snapping fingers, or a loud voice in order to get a calf ’s attention can be considered
poor etiquette.
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let’s review
WHAT YOU LEARNED

This demonstrates a staggered foot placement.
This gives the animal a longer bodied and more
correct appearance. This is a good position for
side views in a head-to-tail alignment.

This demonstrates how the halter lead strap should
be adjusted by the size of the exhibitor and the animal. The strap should be held unfolded through
the hand and cut short so that it doesn’t touch the
ground.

This demonstrates the proper way to hold the animal’s head at the appropriate position as well as
holding the showstick with the proper hand.
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at home

work begins

Want more tips?
We have solutions
for any problem
you may face!
1-800-440-2694

Show Day Routine
•
•
•
•
•
•

Before every show, read the rules - each show is different.
Plan your show day early so you are organized and relaxed.
Have your animal clipped and washed a few days before the
show. Your animal is more at ease to work on at home.
Allow your animal at least 2 hours to settle into it’s new surroundings when attending a show.
You may have to wash your animal when you get to the
show. If you wash the day before and the animal is still clean
a thorough rinse is sufficient.
Be sure your animal is thoroughly blown dry before putting
them in the stall you have prepared.

•
•
•

Make sure to be ready for your scheduled show time by preparing your animal one hour before your show time. Don’t
rush, you and your animal will show better with less stress.
Feed grain twice (morning and evening) and hay and water
three times a day (morning, noon, and evening) each day
while at a show.
If leaving cattle at a show overnight, make sure they are securely tied with a rope halter and safety neckties.

Before you leave for the show you should go over this list of show equipment you’ll be needing.
Make sure you have everything to save time later!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blower
Blocking Chute
Turbo Fan
Fork
Shovel
Broom
Extra Rope Halter
Extra Necktie
Water Bucket
Feed Pan
Water Hose
Clippers

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blades
Combs
Roto Fluffer
Tail Bag or Clamp
Shampoo
Show Halter
Scissors
Extension Cord
Show Stick
Sullivan’s Prime Time
Sullivan’s Tail Adhesive
Sullivan’s Foam

•
•
•
•
•
•

Sullivan’s Final Bloom
Sullivan’s Revive
Sullivan’s Shock
RK Pure Magik Sheen
RK Pure Remove It
Touch-Up Colours

Good luck
at the show!

RK Animal Supplies Ltd.
7647 Wellington County Rd. 10 RR#1 Moorefield, Ont. N0G 2K0
www.rkanimalsupplies.com rkanimalsupplies@xplornet.com 1-800-440-2694

